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The Journey to Commencement, 
Class of 2020 
The challenge of planning a meaningful commencement ceremony 
in the midst of a pandemic with social distancing restrictions was not 
an easy task. But the Bedford High School graduation planning team 
pulled it off, and the Bedford High School Class of 2020 was honored 
with the proper pomp and circumstance in a Virtual Commencement 
Ceremony. 

Students were given time slots to drive by on May 15 to pick up their 
caps and gowns. Then, from May 18-21, students had appointment 
times to come to the high school to be recorded processing across 
the stage of the BHS auditorium to be awarded their diplomas. 
Students were permitted to bring four guests to watch the recording, 
after which professional photos were taken of each student, alone 
and with family, in cap and gown. 

Speeches were recorded by Superintendent Andrea Celico,  
Bedford High School Principal Christopher Thompson, Bedford 
Board of Education President Phil Stevens and senior speakers 
Anijah Slaughter, class president, and Anja VanHuffel Gouldlock, 
class secretary. Also recorded was the presentation of the senior 

gift by Anijah to Dr. Celico, which was a donation to the 1-4 Our Students 
Scholarship. This was all edited into a video, which was broadcast on  
May 27 at the Midway Drive-In in Ravenna. Graduates were given tickets 
that allowed admission of one car to the drive-in. The evening was topped 
off with a beautiful fireworks display. The video is also posted on the 
Bedford High School homepage of the district website at bedfordschools.org 
and on BCSD-TV on YouTube.

In her address to her classmates, Anijah said: “We are a class full of powerful 
changemakers that have influenced the Bedford City School District in a 
multitude of ways.  It is for this reason that I feel so honored to be our class 
president.  I mean not to toot our own horn, but the proof is in the pudding. 
Our vibe, our bond, and our work ethic are unmatched by any other class 
that Bedford has seen thus far…. We are the first of many, the first class of 
the decade, and the first in Bedford´s history to have drive-in graduation. 
Congratulations to the pioneers who are the historical class of 2020!”

In Anja’s address, she said to her classmates: “On this day, we finished 
taking our first step to achieving our dreams. We are all one step closer to 
owning that salon or auto-shop. To becoming architects and engineers. 
To serving our country and rising in the ranks. To becoming doctors and 
lawyers.  To having our own places and our own families. It’s our first step to 
becoming successful adults… What you have done is impressive. Don’t let 
anybody or anything get you down. Because from today on, you own this 
world. So, let’s go out there and do wonderful, fantastic things.” 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020. We are looking forward to seeing the 
wonderful, fantastic things you do! 

Class president Anijah Slaughter 
presenting class gift to 
Superintendent Andrea Celico

Class secretary Anja VanHuffel 
Gouldlock and Bedford High School 
Principal Christopher Thompson
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Anijah Slaughter 

Plans to attend the 
University of Cincinnati 
to study Nursing  

Activities: Student 
Council (President), 
Teens Who Listen and 
Care (President), Volleyball, Color 
Guard, University Bound Scholars 

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: 
Full academic scholarship from the 
University of Cincinnati

Parents/Guardians: Bianca and 
Ricardo Slaughter

“BHS has afforded me plenty of 
opportunities to grow as a person 
over the years. AP U.S. History and 
AP Chemistry were my favorite 
courses because they pushed me to 
excel while working collectively as a 
team. Ms. Reese, a stern voice that 
always kept me motivated, pushed 
me to reach for the stars. Mrs. Nahra, 
a gentle soul, has been my rock since 
my first week of high school. These 
two ladies embody walking the walk 
when it comes to going the extra 
mile and fostering growth in their 
students. I am forever grateful and 
excited to pay it forward to the next.”

Anja VanHuffel 
Gouldlock

Plans to attend the 
University of Chicago 
(Illinois) to major in 
Biology on a Pre-Med 
track

Activities: Marching Band/Wind 
Ensemble/Symphonic Band, 
Yearbook, Student Council, Jazz 
Band, Spring Musical

Head of the Class

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: Bed-
ford City Schools Foundation Schol-
arship, Bedford Rotary Foundation 
Scholarship, Bedford PTA Council 
Scholarship-Academic, Ohio PTA 
Scholarhip, Two BBOP Scholarships, 
Locke/ Mitchell Music Performance 
Scholarship, Nora C. Beach Scholar-
ship, 1-4 Our Students Scholarship, 
several University of Chicago scholar-
ships and grants, Cleveland Phi Beta 
Kappa Award, John Phillip Sousa 
Award, American Legion Award,  
National Technical Honor Society

Parents/Guardians: Catherine & 
Tibor Gouldlock

“BHS has helped me discover my love 
for STEM, which is very important as 
I plan to become a doctor. Without 
having teachers such as Mrs. Keister, 
Mr. Brown, and Mr. Zirke (who 
were able to spark and cultivate 
my interest in math and science), I 
would not want to become a doctor 
and I would not have had as much 
motivation to work hard and do well 
in school. Thank you!”

Celeste E. Sanders
Plans to attend Ohio 
State University to 
study Neuroscience

Activities: JV/Varsity 
Volleyball, Marching 
Band and Color Guard, 
Special Olympics Peer Mentor, Vice 
President of TLC (Teens who Listen 
and Care) and SADD (Students 
Against Destructive Decisions), French 
Club, University Bound Scholars

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: 
Community Service, Bearcat Service, 
Outstanding Achievement in Social 
Studies, Outstanding Achievement in 

Chemistry, Class Officer: Vice President

Parents/Guardians: Julie Sanders 
and Stanley Sanders

“Throughout my time at Bedford 
High School, I have learned so much 
about hard work, decisiveness, and 
persistence, which has lead me to 
opportunities I never knew could exist. 
My education here has shaped me to 
dig deep within myself and overcome 
mental boundaries. Additionally, my 
time at Bedford High School has 
shaped me to challenge myself at 
whatever I do. From that, I participated 
in a dual enrollment program, where 
I receive college credit at Cleveland 
State University. My time at CSU 
became a great transition to college 
life and time management! A memory 
that I will never forget is my senior 
experience, and feeling so thankful for 
all the teachers and counselors that 
worked so hard to create one of the 
most memorable graduations! #2020”

India Matthews
Plans to attend 
Cleveland State 
University to study 
Psychology/Pre-Law

Activities: Marching 
Band, Yearbook, Stage 
Crew, Special Olympics, Student 
Senate

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: Bedford 
Foundation Scholarship, Ernest F. 
Petrelli Scholarship, 1-4 Our Students 
Scholarship, Malone Scholarship, 
Bedford PTA Council Scholarship-
Academic, Bedford Education 
Association (BEA) Scholarship

Parents/Guardians: Ian and June 
Matthews

“BHS has prepared me for the next 
phase of my life in many ways. The 
teachers at BHS support us beyond 
just the classroom. They care about 
our wellbeing and are always there 
to help us in times of need. By taking 
rigorous courses and being involved 
in many extracurricular activities, I 
believe that BHS has even shaped 
me into who I am today. BHS taught 
me the leadership skills I need to 
be successful in the future and I will 
forever be grateful.”

Ten  students graduated at the top of the Class of 2020. All are 
members of the National Honor Society and graduated Summa Cum 
Laude (3.9 or higher cumulative GPA), receiving Academic Honors 
Diplomas. Listed here are some of their college plans, high school 
activities and accomplishments, and what they had to say about 
their Bedford High School experiences. Congratulations to these top 
grads, and the best of luck for a happy and successful future.
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Luke Mohnasky
Plans to attend Mount 
Vernon Nazarene 
University to major in 
Christian Ministry with 
a focus on Pastoral 
Ministry and Youth and 
Family Ministry

Activities: Local Youth Group, 
North Central Ohio IMPACT Team, 
Volunteered twice a week at a local 
clothes donation facility

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: Merit 
Award, High Honor Roll all four years 
at BHS, Bedford Rotary Club Scholar-
ship, Bedford Schools Foundation 
Scholarship, OAPSE Scholarship

Parent/Guardian: Christine Mohnasky

“BHS has prepared me for the next 
phase of my life by encouraging me 
to seek higher education. It constantly 
offers guidance and support for their 
students. BHS has also offered me a 
good education taught by excellent 
teachers who continually drive their 
students to do better.”

Hailey Thomas
Plans to attend Howard 
University, Washington 
D.C., to study 
Criminology

Activities: Orchestra, 
Hawthorne Valley 
Youth Council

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: PTA 
Council Scholarship-Academic

Parent/Guardian: Nikesha Bell

“The dual enrollment option that BHS 
offers has allowed me to experience a 
little bit of what it’s like to take college 
level coursework and it has prepared 
me for when I go off to college.” 

Kayla Hill
Plans to attend 
Baldwin Wallace 
University to study 
Psychology and 
Neuroscience

Activities: Bowling 
Team, Swim Team, Varsity B, Culture 
Club, Jazz Band

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: 
College Now Scholarship, Baldwin 
Wallace Scholarship, Pell Grant, Ohio 
College Opportunity Grant 

Parents/Guardians: Dawn Hill and 
Marshall Hill

“BHS has helped me grow as a 
leader and has changed the way I 
view many topics. I was given many 
chances to be in an officer position 
for many clubs/sports which required 
different tactics to lead a group of 
people. African American studies has 
contributed a lot to my view on the 
world. I was able to explore many 
different perspectives on certain 
issues and build my debating skills.” 

Shabrionna 
Fadzl
Plans to attend 
Hiram College to 
study Business and 
complete her training 
to become a Doula 
and furthering her experiences in 
Early Childcare

Activities: Marching Band, Jazz Band, 
Blues Band, National Honor Society, 
University Bound Scholars

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: 
Bearcat Service, several band awards 
including section leader, Drum Major, 
receiving a rating of a 1 (the highest 
rating) at Solo and Ensemble, and 
Outstanding Achievement in Music 
award, and from Tri-C: Dean's List 
and earning two degrees (Associates 
of Arts and Associates of Science), 
graduating Cum Laude

Parents/Guardians: Salim and 
Chantay Fadzl

“Bedford High School has prepared 
me for my future in many ways. 
Being a part of the band has taught 
me how to be a leader and work as 
a team. I have also learned to be 
patient, humble, and thankful for 
different experiences I may encounter. 
One quote I will take away from high 
school was commonly used in band. 
That is, "It's all about the GRIND!" 
Thank you Mr. Nichols and Mrs. 
Shauf!”

Brayon Miller
Plans to attend Ohio 
State University to 
study Urban Planning/
Public Affairs/Law

Activities: Student 
Senate, Varsity 
Bowling, Class Officer, DECA, SADD, 
TLC

Scholarships/Awards/Honors: 
Ohio State’s Morrill Scholarship, 1st 
Place NE Ohio STEM Business Plan 
Competition, Bedford Shark Tank 1st 
Place Winner, 2nd and 3rd Place in 
the Northeastern Ohio Science and 
Engineering Fair, 1st and 2nd place 
in DECA Regionals, 3rd Runner up 
for LEL Player of the Year in Bowling, 
National Technical Honor Society

Parents/Guardians: Bernadette and 
Dwayne Bogan

“BHS opened me to amazing op-
portunities I never knew were there, 
and further motivated me to succeed 
and appreciate everything the world 
had to offer. All of the teachers are 
supportive and want their students to 
succeed, and it’s evident in the work 
they put in every day. They didn’t just 
teach me the essentials of the world, 
they also helped me develop my 
character. There was something to 
enjoy about every class and teacher 
I’ve had and didn’t have, and that’s 
what I appreciate the most from BHS.”

Ian Jones
Plans to attend 
the Ohio Technical 
College, Cleveland, 
to become an ASE 
Master Technician and 
earn an Associate’s 
Degree of Applied 
Science in Automotive Technology

Activities: Boys Varsity Soccer, 
Marching Band, Jazz/Blues Band

Scholarships/Awards/Honors:  
“I am the Seven” Scholarship, Teacher 
Alumni Scholarship, Summer Seminar 
Scholarship, ED Path into College, 
OTC Academic Scholarship

Parents/Guardians: Laurie Jones and 
Adam Jones

“From being a leader in band to 
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growing stronger as a team in soccer to 
having a blast fixing cars with friends, BHS 
has set me up for future success. A teacher 
of mine once said “Time is the most 
valuable thing you can give someone,” 
and this has held true both in and out of 
the classroom. Shout out to Mr. Nichols, 
Mr. McGroarty, Coach Schaefer and all my 
other teachers.”

Local Scholarships Aid Students in 
Continuing Educational Pursuits
The Bedford Board of Education, administration, faculty and staff offer 
congratulations to the following class of 2020 local scholarship recipients. 
The generosity of the various community and school organizations and 
individuals who fund these scholarships is much appreciated. 

Bedford Association 
of Administrative & 
Supervisory Personnel 
Scholarship
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford Band & 
Orchestra Parents 
Warren C. Miller 
Memorial/Sue Balogh 
Memorial Scholarship
Katie Garberich
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford Band & 
Orchestra Parents 
Dona Laing Memorial/
Joseph R. Allie 
Scholarship
Katie Garberich
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford Band & 
Orchestra Parents 
Scholarship for the 
Continuance of Music 
Performance Locke/
Mitchell Scholarship
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford Heights 
City Educational 
Foundation
India Gardener

Bedford City 
Schools Foundation 
Scholarship
India Matthews
Luke Mohnasky
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford City Schools 
Foundation 
Chris Valley  
Scholarship
Collin Kennedy

Bedford City Schools 
Foundation 
Paul G. Ward Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship
Madison Pitts

Bedford City Schools 
Foundation 
Roger Fuhrmeyer 
Memorial Art 
Scholarship
Sarabeth Begg

Bedford Lions Club 
Scholarship
Thomas Cashman
Collin Kennedy

Bedford Rotary 
Foundation  
Scholarship
Ciara Hudson
Luke Mohnasky
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford Rotary Club 
Ernest F. Petrilli 
Memorial Scholarship
India Matthews

Bedford PTA  
Council Scholarship - 
Academic
India Matthews
Hailey Thomas
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Bedford PTA 
Council Grant T. & 
Kathryn R. Noble 
Scholarship
Sarah Davison
Kathryn Garberich
Collin Kennedy

Bedford PTA Nora 
C. Beach Excellence 
In Leadership 
Scholarship
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Ohio Association 
Of Public School 
Employees 
(OAPSE) & 
Bedford Education 
Association (BEA) 
Scholarship
Vanessa Howard - 

(BEA) 
India Matthews - 

(BEA) 
Luke Mohnasky - 

(OAPSE) 
Jayla Wilson - 

(OAPSE) 
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock - (BEA) 

Joseph C. 
Searcy Memorial 
Scholarship
India Matthews

Christopher 
Koger Memorial 
Scholarship
Madison Pitts

The 1-4 Our 
Students 
Scholarship
India Matthews
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Ohio PTA 
Scholarship
Anja VanHuffel  
   Gouldlock

Twenty-two Bedford High School students 
were inducted into the National Honor 
Society (NHS) this spring. More than just 
an honor roll, NHS serves to recognize 
those students who have demonstrated 
excellence in the area of scholarships, 
leadership, service and character. 
Congratulations go out to the following 
2020 inductees: seniors Aliyah Mitchell, 
Olivia Pliske, and Madison Wright and 
juniors Tamiah Ballard, Kaiya Barnwell, 
Torria Bell, Jennifer Contreras-Valdez, 
Kayla Cunningham, Maurion Davis, 
Sydney Exum, Kayla Goczo, Stephon 
Harrison, Jamika Jackson,  Harman Kaur,  
La’Shanti Pearson, Jaida Polite, Mackayla 
Plylick-Prokop, Marshawn Rand,  Janelle 
Scott, Malcolm Sims, Jr., Christina Troyer, 
and Deana Washington. The BHS NHS 
adviser is Brenna Dilyard.

Because of the school closure and social 
distancing restrictions, the induction 
ceremony was held virtually this year. Usually 
this ceremony is private and available only 
to current NHS members, new inductees, 
and families of the inductees. This year, 
however, the 2020 virtual induction 
ceremony video is available for our students, 
families, and community to view on the 
Bedford High School page of the district 
website at www.bedfordschools.org. 

A sign of the times, the NHS induction of new mem-
bers was done virtually this year, via Google Meet.

National Honor Society
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Strategic Planning Survey Questions
1. With which of the Bedford City School District accomplishments are 

you familiar? (Select all that apply.) 
  Has not been on the ballot for a levy in 6 years, longer than nearly  

 all school districts in Ohio 
  Has the highest 5-star rating possible for its preschool 
  Has the highest fiscal rating possible for a school district 
  Implemented comprehensive social emotional learning programs to  

 improve student well being
  Other (please specify) _______________________________________ 

2. Which challenges do you think Bedford City School District needs to 
be  prepared to address in the next 1-3 years? (Select all that apply.)

  Not having enough funding from the State of Ohio
  Needing new facilities
  Continuing to improve student academic achievement 
  Continuing to improve student social emotional well-being
  Other _______________________________________________________

3. When it comes to the use of your public tax dollars, what are you 
most  interested in Bedford City Schools focusing more attention on 
in the coming years? Select your top 3 choices. 

  New school buildings/facilities
  Increased communication with the community
  Increased recreational opportunities for students
  Buildings open to the community year-round for non-academic uses
  Increased ability for students and staff to access social-emotional and  

 mental health
  Fiscal accountability and use of public dollars
  Other _______________________________________________________

4.	 How	would	you	describe	your	confidence	in	the	current	school	 
administration to spend taxpayer dollars in a responsible way in the  
coming years? 

  Extremely confident 
 Somewhat confident

5. What should BCSD prioritize in the coming years?  
Select your top 3 choices.

  New school buildings/facilities
  Student achievement
  Student safety and behavior
  Additional curricular choices for students
  Other _______________________________________________________

6. Where do you live?
  Bedford
  Bedford Hts.

7. Please select the stakeholder group you identify with most.
  Current BCSD Student
  Former BCSD Student
  Parent/Primary Caregiver of a BCSD Student
  Community member (no children attending BCSD currently)
  BCSD Teacher
  BCSD Support Staff

 Not confident at all 
 No opinion

Anti-Racism Statement
The Bedford City School District is an anti-
racist organization. We are all affected by the 
senseless deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, Breoanna Taylor, Tamir Rice and other 
African Americans who have been victims of 
injustice, prejudice and violence. 

It is clear that the current climate of our coun-
try is concerning, and we as educators have 
a huge platform and responsibility to ensure 
we lead conversations about the unrest. We 
are committed to ensuring that barriers are 
eliminated in order to assure all of our stu-
dents receive the resources and support that 
they need to succeed at the highest levels. 

We have developed a site on the homepage 
of the district website called Social Justice 
Resources which includes many articles and 
resources that we thought could help adults 
while discussing racism, injustice, inequality, 
and other difficult topics with students. 

Despite the resources and statements, words 
alone are not enough. Therefore, we are 
currently working on a plan to take conscious 
action to ensure that all voices are heard and 
respected while engaging in meaningful con-
versations on these topics with our students, 
parents, community members and organiza-
tions with the hope that we can begin to 
make change happen. 

The goal of the existing BCSD strategic plan 
is to help guide the direction of the district 
and focus priorities on achieving its mission 
and vision. The district is continuing to build 
on this plan to ensure it remains current and 
aligned with the District’s student, staff, and 
family needs, as well as the realities of life 
within the context of COVID-19.

“I am excited for our students, families, staff, 
and community members to participate in 
planning for a brighter future for all of the 
district's stakeholders.” said Superintendent 
Andrea Celico. “I encourage you to com-
plete the community survey to be sure your 
voice is heard.”

The survey can be found online at  
surveymonkey.com/r/BCSDsurvey or you 
can respond by completing the questions 
and mailing your responses to:

   Bedford City School District 
   Attn: Beth Russell 
   475 Northfield Rd., Bedford, OH 44146

 Oakwood Village
 Walton Hills

Don’t Miss Out – Share Your Thoughts
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Your Schools is a publication for residents of the Bedford City School Dis-
trict, including the communities of Bedford, Bedford Heights, Oakwood, 
and Walton Hills. To request additional copies or for more information; 
contact Beth A. Russell, Communications Specialist, at 440-439-4520. 
No material may be reprinted without written consent of the Bedford City 
School District. ©2020. 

The Bedford City School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding the District’s non-discrimination policies: Kenneth Elder, Director 
of Student Services, 475 Northfield Rd., Bedford, OH 44146.

Bedford Board of Education
475 Northfield Road
Bedford, OH 44146-2201

(440) 439-1500

Administration
Andrea Celico, Ph.D., Superintendent
Cassandra Johnson, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent
Janet M. Pavlic, C.P.A., Treasurer
Jerry Zgrabik, Business Manager

Bedford Board of Education
Phil Stevens, President
Barbara A. Patterson, Vice President
Tim Tench
Robert C. Kennedy 
Eva Boyington

Beth A. Russell, Editor

Visit our website for updates and additional information,  
including supply lists, bus routes and dress code: www.bedfordschools.org
 Like us on Facebook @ BedfordCitySchoolDistrict
 Follow us on Twitter @ BedfordCSD
 Follow us on Instagram @ bedfordcsd

Directory of Services
Schools
Carylwood –––––  440-439-4509
Central ––––––––  440-439-4225
Columbus  –––––  440-786-3322
Glendale  ––––––  440-439-4227
Heskett  –––––––  440-439-4450
Bedford High ––  440-439-4848

Administration
Superintendent  –  440-439-4777

Assistant 
Superintendent –  440-439-4377

Business  
Manager –––––––  440-439-4333

Treasurer ––––––  440-439-4670

Departments
Athletics –––––––  440-439-4588

Curriculum  
& Instruction –––  440-439-4412

Student Services   440-439-4363

Transportation  –  440-439-4234

Nutrition  
Services  –––––––  440-439-4530

For a department or service  
not listed above, please call  
440-439-1500.

Heskett Middle School’s highest honor, the prestigious Dale D. Heskett Award was 
presented to India Woodson at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Named in honor of 
Bedford Schools’ superintendent from 1950 to 1964, the Dale D. Heskett Award is given in 
recognition of outstanding scholarship and leadership.

Four other students were recognized as Heskett’s STARs for exhibiting outstanding 
Scholarship, Talent, Achievement, and Responsibility. This year’s STAR award winners are 
Kelly Batten, Latia Grimes, Ke’Arra Harper, and Amari Tate.

Heskett Middle School Honors Top Academic Achievers 

India Woodson Kelly Batten Latia Grimes Ke’Arra Harper Amari Tate

Congressional Art Award Winner 
BHS senior art student Jada Johnson earned the Grand Prize in 
this year's 2020 Congressional Art Competition, sponsored by U.S. 
Representative Marcia Fudge. Jada’s artwork will be displayed in the 
U.S. Capitol, representing Ohio’s Eleventh Congressional District. 
The Congressional Institute hopes to host Jada and her mother for 
an Awards Ceremony in Washington, D.C. once it is safe to do so.


